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XIII. 13. 
AND Now AaBiDETH FAITH, 
Hor Ez, CHaRiTY, THESE 
THREE; BUT THE GREATEST 
OF THESE IS CHARITY. 


E have here a conciſe, but com- 

the true Spirit and Temper of Chriſti- 
the ever bleſſed and adorable Son of God 
came to propagate, is deſigned to have a 
practical Influence on the Minds of its 
Votaries. And wherever it is cordially 
received, that Influence cannot fail to 
diſcover itſelf. To this moſt neceſſary 
Point the Apoſtle calls the Attention of 


his Corinthians. They had been un- 


happily divided by a Spirit of Conten- 
? A 3 


( 2] 

tion and Diſputation ; and their Divi- 
fions led the Way to the groſſeſt Vices 
and Immoralities. Having therefore e- 
numerated a rich Variety of ſpiritual 
Gifts, which were beſtowed on the 
faithful, and having exhorted them to 
put in their Claim for a Share in theſe 

truly defirable and bright Endowments, 

he endeavours to guard them from per- 
verting their Talents to unworthy Pur- 
| Poſes, by © ſbewing them ftill a more excel- 
kent Way.” This excellent Way he 
ſpends the whole Thirteenth Chapter in 

deſcribing. And what ſerious, —may 1 
this Chapter, without feeling a generous, 
— 2 divine Glow of Heart, at the beau- 
tiful Deſcription he meets with of Chri- 
Rian-Love ? Here it is declared, that 
vain are all the Ornaments of Nature, 
or of Grace, if they are planted in a Soil 


that makes not ſuitable Returns for ſo 


. 


rich a Cultivation. Practical Religion it 
is, exemplified in a conſtant and conſcij- 
entious Diſcharge of every relative and 

ſocial Duty, that muſt prove the Ge- 
nuineneſs of our Faith, and the Sincerity 
of our Profeflion. Where this amiable 
Characteriſtic, this laudable Principle of 
Love is wanting, Love to God, and, 
for His Sake, Love to Man, all our Pro- 
feſſion is no better than · ſounding Brafs, 
or a tinkling Cymbal.” 


Hz then who would raiſe the noble 
Edifice of true Religion, ſhould take e- 
ſpecial Care to accommodate himſelf with 
| ſuch Materials, as may conſtitute a ſolid 
and unperiſhable Foundation; loft bap- 
h, ee eee 
* 
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„ 
who ſet out chearfully, and make ſome 
ſtrenuous Efforts towards a Progreſs, in 
the divine Life; and yet, through the 
Depravity of their Hearts, and that Pro- 
penſity to Evil, which is interwoven | 
with human Nature, tire in the Race. 
The Reaſon of this is clear. Chriſtianity 
is a conſtant Warfare. It is a doubtful 
Engagement with a numerous Train of 
Foes : The moſt potent of which are 
theſe that lie intrenched within our own 
Boſoms. The World indeed is a ſmiling 
Sycophant, which practiſes upon the 
Weakneſs of Humanity. It allures, like 
the Syren, with its inchanting Sounds, 
and betrays by its inſinuating Arts. But 
the importunate Paſſions of our Nature, 
theſe innate Luſts, and clamorous Appe- 
tites, are the moſt prevailing Incentives 
to Vice. Theſe are the traiterous © Ene- 
mies of our own Houſhold,” and which 
threaten us moſt with a total Overthrow. 
Volup- 


Where then ſhall we furniſh ourſelves 


WES 
Voluptuouſneſs may ſcatter her Roſes, 


and Luxury ſhed her delicious Odours ; 
Iron-hearted Malice may ſting, or ſmooth 
Diffimulation ſpread her Snares 
Temptation may point every Dart ;—Yet 
we ſhall ſurmount the united Force of 
all theſe, if we can once learn to ſubdue 
flow the Iſſues of Life, or Death.—— 


with Arms; from what Quarter ſummon 
our Forces, in Order to obtain ſuch a 
glorious and compleat Victory? For it is 
we are unequal to the Taſk. If we cri- 
ticiſe impartially on the Merit of our own 
Strength, we cannot but acknowledge 
that we ſtand in Need of a ſuperior Aid, 
and ſounder Principles, whereon to fix a 
firm and laſting Rule for the Conduct of 
our Lives. Now this Aid, theſe 
Principles, and this Rule, are graciouſly 

a3. ten- 
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tendered to our Acceptance in the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Here is a rich and invaluable 


Magazine, furniſhed with the moſt preci- 
ous Store. This is that copious, that 
inexhauſtible River of God, which is full 
of Water ; whoſe medicinal Streams pu- 
rifie the Heart, and exhilerate the Soul. 
_ Here are diſplayed thoſe beautiful Life- 
Strokes, which we ſhould labour to tranſ- 
| poſe into our own Breaſts. Here we may 
reap a fruitful Harveſt of the moſt exalt- 
ed Truths, the nobleſt Inſtructions, and 
the pureſt Joys. To ſay all at once; in 
unſearchable Riches of the Mercy and 
Love of God ; the tranſcendently gracious 
Privilege of the Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and a moſt comfortable Aſſurance 
of the ſanctifying Operations of the ever 
bleſſed Spirit. 


„ 
A lively Faith in theſe ſublime and 
diſtinguiſhed Truths, a well grounded 
Hope, and an unfeigned Charity, will 
ſooth every turbulent Paſſion of our 
Souls, and ſupport us under the moſt 
difficult Trials of Life. —A Definition of 
theſe three great Chriſtian Graces I beg 
Leave to recommend to your earneſt At- 
| tention. —T ſhall enlarge upon each of 
them as they are placed in their Order, 
Words of the Text. © Now abideth Faith, 
Hope, Charity, theſe three ; but the great- 
eft of theſe is Charity.” | 5 


I. There is not perhaps a Subject with- 


in the whole Circle of Divinity, that has 


ſuffered more by the deſtructive Heats of 
Controverſy, or been more perplexed by 
erroneous and obſcure Meanings, than 
this of Faith —May that unerringly wiſe, 

and moſt gracious Being, who directs 
1 I every 


8 


every good Intention, and who alone can 
crown it with Succeſs, enable me to de- 
fine this Virtue in ſuch a Manner, as 
correſponds with the genuine Import of 
his own Language, and as may be con- 
ducive to your immortal Intereſts! If I 
prove ſo happy as to gain this Point, my 
Intention will be compleatly anſwered, 
and my Labour recompenced in the high- 
eſt Senſe. 


The Word Faith, I humbly conceive, 
admits of various particular and limited 
Explications i in different Parts of Scrip- 
ture. Sometimes it is appropriated to 
the Power of * working Miracles : At 
other Times it denotes * Afiduity, Faith- 
fulneſs or Veracity: Again, it implies *© a 
bare Aſſent of the Underſtanding to the 
Truths recorded in the Evangelical Hiſ- 


Mat. xvii. 20. o Mat. xxiii. 23. 
© Jam. 2d Chap. paſſim. 


tory 
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fideration is manifeſtly varied by the 


a ; * * —_—_ 
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ended with « ſuitable Conduk 
in Heart and Life. — 1 mention this Di- 
verſity of its Significations, for the Sake 
of Diſtinction only, and to guard yo 


againſt any miſtaken Notions, in Rela- 
tion to a prime Article of that Religion, 


add, (from your conſtant and regular At- 


ed; nor to perplex your Memories with 
where the Senſe of the Word under Con: 


critical an Inſpection could have no direct 
of your Morals, or the Edification of your 
Souls. But I will endeavour to explain 
to you the Nature of this leading Prin- 
B — 
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ciple, in its moſt uſeful, weighty, and 
extenſive Meaning. 


Through this fingle Channel runs an 
agreeable Variety of Streams, which ter- 
minate in a fixed Point. A moſt pleaſing 
View ; that claims all our Attention! In 
the Object of Faith is comprehended 
both an Hiſtory, and a Revelation. In 
the former we have one regular, though 
diverſified Chain of Accounts, which 
leads us through certain intricate and 
blind Paths, till we arrive at a fair and 
unbounded Proſpect; I mean the con- 
tinued Proceſs of Redemption from 
God's firſt diſcloſing that gracious 
Deſign, till its full and perfect Comple- 
tion in Jeſus Chriſt : from the latter we 
derive an Idea (faint as it is) of what- 
ever belongs to an eternal State of Exiſ- 


4 Gen. iii. 15. 


114 


tence; both of ſurpaſſing Joys of 
Heaven, the Inheritance of every 


good and faithful Servant, and of the 

agonizing Miſeries of Hell, the inevit- 
able Portion of unrepenting Sinners. 
. When in the RetroſpeR, the Eye of Faith 
beholds the Sufferings of an expiring 
Lord, the Heart ſwells with Adoration, 
Gratitude, and Love; when it antici- 
pates the Proſpect, and ſurveys the bliſs- 
ful Regions of Futurity, it then pants 
with Hope, and is eager to qualifie itſelf 
for a Poſſeſſion of that Land, which will 
richly repay all its Labours. Thus in 
one Light, as it looks forward into Eter- 
_ nity, it is tbe Subſtance of things hoped 
for; in another, as it looks back on paſt 
Mercies, it is the Evidence of Things 


not ſeen.” 
We have an Inſtance of Faith's mak- 


ing its carly Appearance in the World, 
B2 in 


( 12 ] 
in* „ Abel; offering unto God à more excel- 
dous Work of Creation was perhaps at 
that Time the only Baſis it could find ta 
reſt upon; and therefore, though a noble, 
yet a much inferior Support to that, 
which is now clearly preſented to us. 
But as the World grew and multiplied, 
the Mercies of a beneſicent God multi- 
plied upon it. That narrow Horizon, 
which at firſt ſo much confined this de- 
lightful View, as we tread farther in the 
Paths of the facred Hiſtory, becomes 
more extenſive. The diſtinguiſhed Pa- 
triarch, the Father of the Faithful (tho 
at that diftant Period he could have but 
2 dim and imperfe& Sight) rejoĩced ta 
ſce the Day-ſpring from on high. Undet 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation, which was pro- 
mulged by God's own Authority, and 


* Heb. xi.4  * St, , John's Goſpel, viii. . 
1 inforced 


introduced in their Room. 


1 


inforced by the Sanction of Rewards and 


dark. And doubtleſs the ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations had each of them ſtronger and 
more enlivening Conceptions of the glo- 


rious © Sun of Righteouſneſs,” the nearer 


| they advanced towards the Dawn of the 


revealing Day. And when this broke 
out, every flecting Cloud diſperſed, and 


every other languid Light became quite 


extin& ; anxious Doubt was abſorbed in 
full Aſſurance, and the Miſts of Error 


was there one continued Day-Light ; one 


and Immortality ſprung to Light. Then - 
did the poor untutored Gentiles, as well 
as God's peculiar People Iſrael, feel the 
Heaven- directed Influence. Mere Rites 
and Ceremonies were then aboliſhed, and 
a ſtanding, rational, and divine Law was 


Now, - 


Pg. 1 
Now, a ſtrong and ſettled Conviction 
of the Reality of all this; namely, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, is 
that Sur of Righteouſneſs,” that grand 
3 Land; that he 
mercifully condeſcended to diveſt himſelf 
+200. deſcended from the 
heavenly Manſions ; afſumed corporeal 
Nature; in that fingular Inftance of a 
pure, immaculate State of Humanity, 
lived, preached, and died for our Sakes ; 
that he fits now enthroned at the right 
Hand of the Majeſty on high; and will, 
at the laſt great Day of Accounts, aſſign 
to all his faithful and obedient Servants 
Bliſs; and denounce an endleſs and irre- 
vocable Doom of Miſery upon the impe- 
nitent Wicked; and laſtly, That the con- 
current Aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, and therefore 
N ought 


18 1 
6— 
great Work of Reconciliation ;—to have 
« full Convidtion, I fay, of all this deeply 


npreiled upon the Mind, is to have a 
TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 


Bauch, and ſuch only, is that Faith - 
Reaſon ; becauſe ſuch a Faith alone can 
direct its fincere Profeſſors in the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. It 
is the Forerunner of Hope, Charity, and - 
every other amiable Virtue. Without it 
Religion would be a Farce, and Eternity 
itſelf a frightful Chimera. It is ſuch a 
Faith as this, which claims the Patronage 
of the higheſt Honour in the Chriſtian 
Syſtem ; and that is the Honour of 
MAKING us GooD. Even the ineſtim- 
able Benefit of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
and of our SanRification by the Spirit, are 
beth cloſely connected with this Deſign : 

For 
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For St. Paul affirms that « qe are Cod! 
Warlmanſtip, created in diet eſis unt 
« * the Fruit of the Spirit ts Love, Joy 
Peace, long-Suffering, Gentlensſe, Gas. 
3 the whole Tenor of e 
aims at this ſingle Point. Which is not 


ſhall juſtly be condemned for fo pre- 
Famptuous an Offence. « * For without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.” . 


| But when we behold Faith ſhining 
in its own native Sphere ; and regard i 


ne > Ger. 22: " 8 
Ay 


15 Limits of Reaſon and Religion. Soaring 


# 
a being productive of generous and 
Praiſe-worthy Actions; as a true Guide 
to every divine and ſocial Duty ; in this 
| Senſe we deſervedly ſtyle it the Guardian 
of the Chriſtian Name. When we view 
it in this Light, we cannot forbear cry- 
ing out Thou lovely, thou divine Prin- 
ciple ! — Thou ſtrong and inſurmount- 
able Barrier of all Virtue, and of all Hap- 
pines! Thou Spring of every real Plea- 
ſure; and thou kind Soother of all the 
Pains of Life! By thy Power it is that 
we are enabled to conquer every Difficul- 
ty ; to refiſt the preſſing Temptations. of 
this vain World; and to confine our 
moſt predoininant Paſſions within the 


on thy Wings Imagination takes its Flight 
into that happy Climate, from whence 
no Traveller ſhall ever wiſh to return; 
and, unhinging the Doors of this earthly 
+ C Pein, 


( 18 ] 
ale burſts open i the i. 
32 


I am afraid indeed (I wiſh the Fear 


was groundleſs) that there are ſome Peo- 


chimerical Ideas, who depend on Faith 


alone as a perfectly ſaving Grace; and 


imputed Righteouſneſs of a Saviour, and 
4 total Recumbency on his Merits, as 


| being all-ſufficient without any Co-ope- 


ration of their own :—— Wild Notions. 
theſe ! which, like an inveterate Fever 


Far different Leſſons do we learn from 
the durable Monuments of Holy Writ. 


Men of unqueſtionable Wiſdom bid us 
harbour 


whoſe Hopes of Salvation center in the 


in the Body, inſtead of ſtrengthening and 
invigorating, weaken and impair the 
nobleſt Faculties of the Soul; and, like 


19 ] 
harbour more worthy Sentiments of a 
Religion ſo pure as ours. In Objection 
then to this dangerous Extreme, let me 
obſerve that the Goſpel abounds with 
_ numberleſs Exhortations to an uniform 
_ virtuous Courſe of Life. To this End 
it preſcribes the beſt Rules, and ſtimu- 
lates by the moſt perſuaſive and en- 
couraging Motives. All the Meagrims 
of Fanaticiſm, and the idle Dreams of 
Enthuſiaſtic Folly fly before it. In this 
divine Book are ſtamped the faireſt and 
moſt perfectly intelligible Characters. 
Pity it is that they ſhould ever be miſre- 
preſented. That pleaſing parabolical Me- 
conveyed his Inſtructions; comparing 
Candidates for Heaven with Labourers 
in the Vineyard,” and urging their Care, 
and Diligence, as Perſons with whom 
Talents were intruſted to be improved, 
clearly repreſents the Chriſtian State in a 
C2 con- 


[ 2 ] 
continued Scene of Action. But not te 
deſcend into Particulars; it may well 
ſuffice to refer you at once to his ad- 
mirable Sermon on the Mount. How 


full and expreſſive is this beautiful Epi- 
tome of the whole Duty of Man ! If the 
pious and moſt excellent Rules contained 

herein are not worthy to be complied 
with ; if it is not neceflary to exert our 
Faculties in adhering to them as cloſely 
as we can; why were they ſo warmly re- 
Law-giver ? why ſo peremptorily enjoin- 
ed as the Conditions of our Happineſs ? 
O why was there made ſuch Waſte of all 
this precious Ointment ? Surely we can- 
pot ſuppoſe the Doftrines advanced by 


any Precept could proceed, without a 

Meaning, from that unerring Mouth. 
Nor can it therefore correſpond with 
either Regſon or _ to expect Sal- 


yation 


ſuch a Teacher to be ſuperfluous; or that 


121 ] 
vation upon the Strength of a bare Belief 
in this Divine Perſon (how ſtrong ſoever 
may be our Pretenſions of Love and Zeal 
for his Name) ſo long as we perſiſt in an 
obſtinate Violation of his ſacred Laws. 
Such a delufive Expectation as this would 
be contrary to the ultimate Deſign of his 
Miſſion, and manifeſtly repugnant to the 
revealed Copy of his Will. I appeal to 
his own Declaration; Nor every one 
that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that 
doth the Will of my Father which is in 
folemn and awful Manner, that = zhe 
Hour is coming in the which all that are in 
the Graves ſhall bear his Voice, and ſball 


come forth ; they that have done good, unto 


the Reſurrettion of Life ; and they that have 
gone Evil, unto the Refurretion of Damna- 


* Mat. vii. 21. 
St. John's Goſpel, v. 28. 9. 
| _—_ 
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mn.“ No Language can be more ex- 


And you cannot, I think, want to be 
reminded that the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles was in all Points confiſtent with 
and perfe&t Harmony ſubſiſted betwixt 
them. They give us true Notions of 
nificant Emblems of a Race, a Pilgrim- 
age, and a Warfare. How ſtrongly do 
theſe Similitudes urge the Neceſſity of 
our own Endeavours ! not only to curb 
our headſtrong Paſſions, and mortify our 
from the fatal Indulgence of any fingle 
habitual Vice ; but to advance forwards 
in a Courſe of Piety and Virtue ; * © pref 
Ang toward the Mark for the Prize of the 


= Philip, iti. 14. 


great Teacher was in vindicating the 


1231 
high Calling of God in Chrift efus.” Nay 
there is ſcarce a Page in the New-Teſta- 
ment, which does not either expreſs ot 
imply a Neceſſity of human Co-operation 
with divine Grace, in Order to the 
Attainment of everlaſting Happineſs. 


But it is fondly and pertinacioufly in- 
fiſted on by the Arntinomians, that Salva- 
tion, in ſeveral Parts of Scripture, par- 
ticularly in the Writings of Saint Paul, 
is attributed to Faith alone, exclufive of 
| good Works. 


_ 'Tis with real and undiſſembled Plea- 
' ſure that I acknowledge how fervent this 


Honour, and magnifying the Glory of his 
dear Lord and Saviour; zealouſly con- 
tending for the Merits of that ample 
GatiafaBtion, that was made for all peni- 

b | tent 


14 1 
tent Sinners and true Believers; and; as 
much as poſſible, ſtemming the Torrens 
of Infidelity, which was fo very impetu- 
ous, and ſpread itſelf ſo wide. What he 
labours to prove, 89988 
fort of the Ghry af God,” it is not poſtible 
that any one ſhould be juſtified by the 
Works of the Law ; but that our Of- 
fences muſt be obliterated by Virtue of 
that great Sacrifice alone, which was 
offered upon the Croſs ; and that it is by 
God's free Mercy in the ſpotleſs Purity 
of his beloved Son, that Sinners are re- 
ſtored into Favour, and accepted in his 
Sight; * «for as by one Man's Diſobedience 
many were made Sinners, fo by the Obedience 
of one ſhall many be made righteous.” Cer- 
tain it is, that if the Law could have 
been kept without Violation, or had 
Man been in a Capacity of faving him- 

* Rom. iii. 23. © Rom. v. ig. 


{&lf, 
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4 1 But fince Infirmities 
are involved in our Nature, and Reaſon 
inelf is vitiated and depraved ; fince, in 
Conſequence of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
feQion attends our beſt Services ; we muſt 
depend an dat * * Righteoufhefs of G 
which is by Faith of Jen Chi; we 
miſt infer * fr 4 Man is juſtified by 
Faith without the Deeds of the Law. 
Thus doth our Apoſtle. confirm his firſt 
Poſition, that * tbe Goſpel of Chrift is the 
Power of God unto Salvation to every one 
that believeth ; to the Few firft, and alſo to 
in his invincible Method of Reaſoning ; 
and not only acquieſce, but pour out our 
Souls in rapturous Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings for that ever-niemorable Propitia- 


Þ Row. ©. 22. 4 Rom. iii. 28. * Rom. i. 16. 
D tion 
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But now, whoever peruſes the Writ- 
ings of this eminent Preacher of the 
Goſpel, with any Degree of Impartiali ity, 
cannot be ignorant how ſtrongly he en- 
forces the Obligation of Obedience upon 
every human Creature to the Will of the 
Creator. 80 far is he from allowing the 
| leaſt Encouragement to confide in a qui- 
wiſe Maſter- Builder, he makes it his 
Corner-Stone for this very Purpoſe ; that 
he might raiſe upon it the moſt beautiful 
and magnificent Fabrick of Good 
Works. Directing himſelf to Titus, 
he thus admoniſhes him, I all Things 
Shewing thyſelf a Pattern of good Works.” 
And thus again, with great Fervency, 


Tit. ii. 7. | we 
t <6 This 


( 27 1 
* This is 4 faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things I will that thou affirm conflanth, 
that they which have believed in God, 
might be careful to maintain good Works.” 
hortations to the Hebrews, juſt before 
the Concluſion of his Epiſtle, he breathe's 
this ardent and pathetic Wiſh; *<* Now 
the God of Peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Fefus Crit. that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood 7 
the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfect in 
every good Work to do bis Will ; working in 
you that which is well-phofag in bis Sigh, 
through Fefus Chrift.” The Time would 
fail me to enumerate the multiplicity of 
Paſſages of a * fimilar Purport, which 
_ adorn the Compolitions of this excellent 
Author. Only further allow me to re- 


1 Tit. iii. 8. * Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
* See his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, paſſim. 


D 2 com- 
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to the Rog * Chapters of his Epiſtles 4 
Man draw 1 * 
x goth. maj 
how r — 
Plan. quifitely he frames ws 
n * 
ky of he Mee To 
ceeds to prove, _ - 
_ Ga, from irrefitibl Ars: 
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formed by the renewing of our Mind ; that 
we may prove what is that good and ac- 
ceptable, and perſe Will of God.” —Thus, 
in Conformity to the Doctrine of another 
Apoſtle, * © by Works Faith is made per- 
fe.” It is the Good Tree, which, 
flouriſhing under the benign Influence of 
GEE: <> Wy 
u is the Parpnt of all true Obedience to. 
the Commands of God. 


The Reſult of the whole Argument is 

reduced to this: If it be true that Jeſus 
Chriſt · came to call Sinners to Repentance ;” 
ii he · Aft us an Example that we might fol- 
low his Steps ;” if at the final Audit of 
the World, * © we muff all appear before 
the Tudgwent-Seat of Chriſt, that every one 
| may! receive the Things done in bis Body, ar- 
cording to that be hath dane, whether it be 


v St. Jam. ii, 22. 23 Cor. v. 20. 


good 


1 
good or dd; if it be true that the Argu- 
ments of Saint Paul are confiſtent one 
tend to overthrow in one Paſſage a Doc- 
trine, which in ſeveral others it is his 
Buſineſs to eſtabliſh; if he is in real 
Earneſt when he ſays that © the Grace 
of God that bringeth Sabvation, hath ap- 
peared to all Men ; teaching us, that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs and worldy Lali, we 


this preſent World ;” and alſo that aff 
| Scripture is given by Inffiration of God; 
and is proficable for Dotdrine, for Reproof 
for Correttion, for Inftruttion in Righteouſ- 
neſs : that the Many of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works ;” 
and laſtly if it be true that other Writers, 
who were inſpired by the fame God, ad- 
vanced the fame Doctrine; — then is it 
alſo inconteſtibly true that we can be 


Tit. ie 11, 12. 2 Epiſtle to Tim. iii. 16. 17- 
4 | ſaved 
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FaiTn; 
faved only by a PRacTicar | 
by that Faith, which (under the Direc- 
tion and Aſſfiſtance of God's Grace) 
„ worketh by Love,” and produceth the 
genuine Fruits of fincere 1 
and habitual Holineſs. 


This valuable SubjeR is of copious 
and extenſive a Nature, that to proceed 
upon it at preſent, I am doubtful, would 
tire your Attention. I intend therefore 
(with God's Permifhon) to addreſs My- 
ſelf to You in the remaining Part of it 
another Opportunity. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, &c. AMEN. 


vat 


And now A8BIDETH FAITH, 
Hor z, CHARITY, THESE 
THREE; BUT THE GREATEST 
OF THESE Is CHARITY, 


FAVING in a former Diſcourſe 
from theſe Words treated on the 

Article of Faith in its only uſeful and im- 
proved that it cannot poſſibly be in any ß 
neſs in a future World, than as it leads 
you into a virtuous Courſe of Action, 
and is promotive of good Works; I now 
„ 


II. SECOND, Article under Confidera- 
tion; which is Hoes. 


E Hope 
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Hope is that rich and pleaſant Cordial, 
that ſweetens every bitter Potion ; which, 
under any oppreſſive Emergency, even 
when Neceſſity calls loudeſt for Relief, 
revives the drooping Heart. It is the 
Mind's ſovereign ſoother, when laden 
with the heavieſt Burthens. It is its 
kind and ſweet Reſtorative, when almoſt 
tited out with ſullen Cares. And when 
the Body wreſtles- with acute Pains, or 
labours under dire Diſeaſes, Hope is its 
tendereſt, its moſt conſolatory Phyſician, 
and ſeldom expires but with Life itſelf. 
And indeed this Span of Life is chequer- 
ed with ſuch a Variety of Miſeries and 
Afflictions, that if Hope was excluded, 
it would doubtleſs become an inſupport- 
able Load; it would however be ftill 
far more miſerable, and that Span, ſhort 
as it is, more contracted. But an all- 
wiſe, and unchangeable Providence, 
which orders all Things for the beſt, and 
the 


in the Breaſt of Man, to render the 


1 3s J 
the peculiar Goopwess of which reflects 
an amiable Luſtre on all the other Attri- 
butes of God, has implanted this Virtue 


Troubles of Life at leaſt ſupportable, 
and to prompt him through all the diffe- 
rent Scenes of it. 'Thus graciouſly has 
in general. He ſeldom adminiſters the 
diſtaſteful Cup, but, as an alleyiating 
Antidote, infuſes into it ſome cordial 
Drops. 5 


If we view this Topic in any other 
Point of Light, it will afford us the ſame 
agreeable Proſpect. The Landſcape 
throughout the whole will be the ſame, 
but the Eye will be more or leſs delight ; 
ed according to the ſeveral Parts that it 
ſurveys.— Hope, this univerſal Favourite, 
ſmiles on all Circumſtances, and all Con- 
ditions ; on the wretched as well as hap- 

E2 py : 
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py: She ſupports the one, and animates 
Hind to the humble Cottager, as well as 
to the crowned Head. The illiterate 
an equal Share of her Favours with the 
Study, and with inceſſant Labour culti- 
vates his Genius, from the Hope of gain- 
ing a more refined Taſte in every uſeful 
fronts the rough Edge of War, which he 
_ prefers to the infipid Sweetneſs of an in+ 
dolent and obſcure Life, becauſe he 
| hopes to purchaſe, by his fingular 
Atchievements, a deathleſs Fame. . Aſk 
the Merchant why he traverſes the Seas, 
* and occupies his Bufineſe in theſe great 
Waters?” Why he combats the raging 
Hurricane, and expoſes himſelf to the 
wild 


= _ 
wild Fury of the mercileſs Waves? He 
will tell you he deſpiſes all Storms and 
Dangers from the Hope he entertains of 
advancing his Fortunes. Obſerve alfo 
the laborious Haſbandman : How reſo- 
lately he bends under a perpetual Rota- 
tion of Care and Fatigue! See the glad 
Soil improve by the Nutriment it has 
borrowed from his induſtrious Hand ! 
And while he ſcatters his Seed, behold 
him bedew it with his Sweat ! Could he 
with equal Courage and Alacrity ſpin 
out ſo many toilſome Hours, was he not 
ſapported by this very probable Hope ; 
that he ſhall ſee thoſe Fields, which 
now appear ſo barren and naked, flouriſh 
again; re-adorned with their beautifully 
waving Veſtments ; and, at the Return 
of the Seaſon, reward his Pains? | | 


Whatever then our 2 — 
Hope is the engaging Motive, It may 


be 
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of his Days recollect how God crowned 
him with Honour! That he was then 
bleſſed with as many Comforts and Ad- 
vantages, as large Poſſeſſions could ad- 
miniſter, and this mortal State admit of. 
And ſuppeſe him now in the moſt de- 
ſtitute and forlorn Condition; — ſtripped 
of all thoſe Bleſſings, which Providence 
had fo plentifully ſhowered upon him. 
has now loſt. Confider him alſo as for- 
by his once familiar Friends. Thoſe 
very Perſons, who did cat of his Bread, 
and drank of his Cup, and who, it might 
reaſonably be expected, ſhould now en- 


deavour to ſooth his Sorrows, and miti- 


gate his Pains, are become Reproachers 
of his Integrity, and inſtead of alleviat« 
ing, inſult his Woes. O this Ingra- 
titude ! 


11 
tityde! this marble-hearted Monfter !- 
Say, is there any Foe human Nature has 
to engage with, equal to this ?— Yes; 
Death, that relentleſs Archer, has ſhot a 
Dart ſharper than even Ingratitude can 
point : — It has torn from him for ever 
his only Boſom-Friend=twiſted cloſely 
to the Fibres of his Heart—as dear to 
Partner, who. ſhared in all his Sufferings, 
and heightened all his Joys—to whom 
he communicated every Secret of his 
Soul: Ah! this is the deepeſt Wound 
he has received from the Almighty's per- 
| miſfive Hand ; — 0 RR: 
aan 
the blackeſt Combination of Exils that 
Fleſh is Heir to.— Still God is his Hope 
and Strength; a very ſure and conſtant 


Help in this amazing Variety of 
Troubles. He pretends not indeed (like 
the 


14 ] 
the obdurate Stoic) to ſhake off the 
Feelings of Mortality, and pronounce 
aQual Pain to be no Pain : But that ſteady 
and unalterable Truſt, which he repoſes 
in the tender Mercies of his God, and 
the Merits of his Chriſt (the moſt il- 
luſtrious Sufferer that ever appeared in 
pours Balm into every Sore. And that 
Grace, which was ſufficient to carry him 
triumphant through all the flattering 
Scenes of a gay and flouriſhing State, he - 
that tick ſo faſt in him he hopes God will 
either wholly extract, or abate their Pun- 
| gency, or enable him to bear them with a 
proper Degree of Fortitude, and an entire 
Reſignation to his divine Will. He con- 
fiders them as levelled by the Hand of 
Heaven, for ſome wiſe and gracious Pur- 
poſe above the Reach of all human Fore- 
F fight : 
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fight :—perhaps to prevent a certain fatal 
Emergency which was coming upon him 
unguarded ; or otherwiſe to prove his 
Fidelity, give a freſh Luſtre to his Virtue, 
and thereby intitle him to a brighter 
Jewel in the eternal Crown. This is 
a Confideration worth all the reſt. Here 
his Hope ſwells the higheft. It inſpires 
into his Boſom a ſecret inexpreflible 
Comfort and Tranquillity, which all the 
Pleaſures of the World cannot give, nor 
its Miſeries united take away. Ani- 
mated with this, he is fo far from fink- 
ing into Deſpondency, or raſhly exclaim- 
ing againſt Providence, that he bleſſes 
the mighty Arm that wounds him, and 
prays with humble Confidence that his 
+ « light Aſlicim, which (comparatively | 
| ſpeaking) is but for 4 Moment, may work 
for him a far more exceeding and eternal 
Meigbt of Ghry.” This is what inclines 


2 Cor. iv. 17. 


1 
him to turn his Eyes and Affections from 
every gloomy Proſpect of this Life, and 
to fix them on that ſerene Country, 
where Afflictions cannot follow him; 
where Deceit and Perfidy can find no 
Room ; where no Cares perplex—-no 
Pains torment ;—but where he ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs an uninterrupted Series of pure, ſub- 
ſtantial, inconceivable, immortal Joys. 


Such is the Hope of the Goop CARI- 
 $TIAN. It extends from Time into Eter- 
nity. And upon ſuch Grounds it high- 
ly concerns every one of us to examine 
dur Conſciences: to aſk them theſe ma- 

terial Queſtions ; Whether they are fo 
| happy as to be endowed with this de- 
Hope and ExpeRation of the Divine 
Favour here, and endleſs Bliſs hereafter, 
excites . our Activity in the Chriſtian 


Race? Whether this is our ſtrong Fence 
F 2 againſt 
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againſt every Storm ? our ſweet Conſola- 
| tion, and ſolid Support, under all Trials 
and Afflictions? And particularly, whe- 
ther we never flatter ourſelves in a Mat- 
ter of ſo great Importance Every 
| Member without doubt, of the holy Ca- 
tholic-Church, will expreſs Hopes of 
Salvation after Death. But allow me to 
aſk; On what Baſis is your Hope 
Dot have you Reaſbn wo Hope Bae you 
are intitled to thoſe Mercies ? For the 
promiſe of Salvation is not abſolute, but 
conditional. Salvation will not be irre- 
fiſtibly impoſed upon you, but is offered 
to your Choice on ſuch Terms as are 
plainly ſet down in the written Word of 
ſelves that you pay a ſtrict Attention to 
God's general Purpoſe in all his wiſe 
Diſpenſations? Do you heartily endea- 


4 vour 
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vour to conform to his ſacted Laws? Is 
it your principal and moſt endearing 
viour, your beſt Friend, who died for 
| your Sakes? Do you repent fincerely of 
every paſt Tranſgreſſion? And do you 
good Spirit of God in every future Step 
you take? Unleſs you can honourably 
acquit yourſelves upon ſuch a Trial, you 
will find, to your unutterable Sorrow, 
that your Hope is built on a ſandy 
Foundation. And when the Storm. of | 
©, + i + i, 


bitter Reflections, Heart-galling Re- 


morſe, and black Deſpair will bacceed in 
its Room. 


II. The laſt of thoſe eminent Duties | 
propoſed to our preſent Meditations, is 


CHARITY. 


We 
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We have fo fine and maſterly a De- 

god- like Virtue in the Chapter before 
us, that I need only recommend it to 
your ſerious Peruſal. You will however 
obſerve in general that the Word Charity 
comprehends, in its moſt exalted and 
ſublime Senſe, a fincere Love of the 
Supreme God; and in Conſequence 
thereof, an unlimited and univerſal Be- 
nevolence towards Man : And is there- 
fore the diſtinguiſhing Criterion of all 
true Religion. It is like ſome grand and 
capacious Reſervoir, from whence num- 
berleſs refreſhing Streams derive their 
Source. Tell me but of a charitable 
Man, and you comprize in that ſingle 
Term ten thouſand amiable Qualities. 
With what a graceful Humility does one 
of this Diſpoſition conduct himſelf to all 
his Superiors ! loving, honouring, and 
adminiſtering all poſſible Comfort to his 
Parents 


1 

Parents above the reſt of Mankind ; and 
regarding them as placed in the higheſt 
and moſt immediate Authority over him, 
next to the common Parent of all the 
Earth : Such a one is utterly incapable of 
 imbruing his Hands in the Blood of his 

dear Fellow-Creature : He knows no- 
thing of that Barbarity, which ſtains the 


thoſe ſteeled Hearts unſuſceptible of all 


. 


upon another Man's Rain to adrance kia 
own Fortunes, or defraud any one of his 


Property to ſupply his Wants : He is no 
Author of any ſubtle Infinuations, no 


Propagator of any injurious Reports a- 
gainſt his Neighbour's Character; abhor- 
ring ſo much the very Intention of 
undermining his Honour, or loading 
him with falſe Aſperſions, that he rather 
chuſes to conceal his Imperfections, and 

to 


; chaſte Connubial Bed: He cannot, like 1 
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to draw a Veil over his Faults; never 
Motives as tend to the Glory of God, 
and the Reformation of Man : His Heart 
is the ever conſtant Dictator to his 
Tongue, and his Words are the real 
Tranſcript of his Heart: He envies 
not the Proſperity, nor covets the Pofleſ- 
fions of another; but fits down calm and 
contented in that Station wherein Provi- | 
dence has fixed him ; believing that 
God © will never leave him nor for- 
| fake hin.“ He is too ſenſible of the 
Obligations of his Duty to Hi to in- 
fringe deliberately upon any Part of that 
Law, which an unerring Penman has 
pronounced ** Charity fulfills.” Vet he 
does not ſtop at a Compliance with ne- 
gative Duties only, but paſſes on to po— 
fitive; to ſuch as are more refined. Af- 
| fability, Truth, and Honour are his inſe- 
| parable Companions. Theſe he carries 
* 


' 
f 
; 
. 

| 


deed is only to be felt, but not deſcrib- 
| ed) What an Effufion of Blif is poured 
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along with him through every Stage of 
Life. In Relation to his Friends, he is 


warm, ſteady, and diſintereſted; to his 
Enemies, forgiving, benevolent, and 
hearty in 
The Poor and Needy are ſure in him to 


Prayer for their Converſion. 


find the compaſſionate Chriſtian. He 
eſteems it his Privilege as well as Duty 


to relieve their Wants and lighten the 
Burthen of their Griefs. But his loftieſt 
Aim is to promote the Edification of the 


Souls of Men. This is a Concern that 


fits cloſeſt to his Heart. Here divine and 
human Love unite their incomparable 


Succeſs to his ſpi . 11 what a | 
celeſtial Ardor does he feel! (which in- 


upon his Head! With what Heart-felt 
Joy does he apply that beautiful Simile 
G | of 


15 
of the Prophet to himſelf! * © They that 
be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and they that turn many to 
Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and 

ever.” O ye voluptuaries! who ſap the 
Foundation of your Health in Riot, and 
drown your Honour in the luxurious 
Bowl; can any of your inordinate Revels 
beſtow one Moment's Pleaſure equal to 
this? Tell me, ye ſordid Miſers ! who 
catch at empty Bubbles, and are regard- 

leſs of ſubſtantial Joys; ye whoſe Af- 
fections are ſo paſſionately fixed on the 
periſhing Things of this World, that ye 
neglect to lay up Treaſures that will 
never decay; can all your golden 
Dreams impart a SatisfaQtion to be com- 
pared with that Man's, who, in the 
ſcriptural Meaning, cafts his Bread upon 
the Watcrs;” whoſe liberal Hand has 
ſnatched ſome worthy Family from the 


» Dan. xii. 3. 


Brink 
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Brink of Ruin; who has been attentive 
to the Cries of the helpleſs Orphan, 
challenging his Pity, and made the 
Widow's Heart fing for Joy?” And, Oh 
ye fierce and implacable Monſters ! you 
who are hurried down the rapid Stream 
of wild Reſentment, and are loading 
your poor Brother with the whole 
Weight of your Ire; can that ſweet Re- 
venge of yours (falſely fo called) afford 
you the leaſt Portion of that true Com- 
fort, Harmony, and Peace, which he 
enjoys, whoſe Breaſt glows with Gra- 
titude, Meekneſs, and an unexception- 
able brotherly Love? 


I cannot diſmiſs this Part of my Sub- 
ject without obſerving that Charity is 
called the greateſt of thoſe cœleſtial 
Graces mentioned in the Text, becauſe 
the two former will be only beneficial as 

—_— - the 
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the future World, when Faith ſhall be 
fwallowed up in Aſſurance, and Hope 
ming NY > 
EE. 5 | 


| eee —— give 

me Leave, in the Concluſion, to exhort 
you to purſue with Ardor a manly, ra- 
often on the chief End and Defign of 
ſons why you were brought upon the 
Theatre of this World ; what Part you 
are engaged to act; the Authority of that 
the Shortneſs as well as Uncertainty of 
the Time of Action. Conſider that you 
are not to die for ever, but are Candidates 
for a Life that has no Period; that your 
final Appointment in another State will 


4 certainly 


nity.——O may che ſeverity of your 
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certainly be determined according to your 


Behaviour in this; that not all the boaſt- 
ed Confidence of Faith, nor the loftieſt 
if you lead wicked and impenitent Lives; 


that all your Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions lie open to the Omniſcient God, 


and will be pronounced upon for Eter- 


Maker, on the one Hand, deter you from 
offending him, and his Goodneſs, on the 


other, excite your Obedience to his Com- 


mands Remember that if you kindle 
his Wrath, without appeaſing it by a 
timely and fincere Repentance, you will 
be everlaſtingly ruined. Think on that 
dreadful, irreverſible Sentence denounced 

Curſed, into everlaſting Fire /. And think 
Wr 
Inflances you have of Divine Goodneſs 

and 
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and Compaſſion. Think what wonder- 


| has taken to engage a Return of your 
Affections, and to prevail on you to pur- 
ſue your own Happineſs : How He form- 


ed you in the Womb : How He brought 


you into Exiſtence: How He guards 
you breathe ; And haw He is conſtantly 
pouring Bleſſings upon your Heads, — 


But, what is till more affecting, ſtill in- 


finitely more engaging than all this, and 


which is by far the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony 


| of his Love, think eſpecially on the Re- 


© pEMPTIoN of your Souls. Behold, 


through the tranſparent Glaſs of Faith, 
| the Lord of the Univerſe deſcending 


from above! See Him inveſted in your 
| own Nature, and veil the Brightneſs of 


| the midſt of the moſt exquiſite Tortures, 


| his Glory in a Body of Fleſh! Hear that 
melting and pathetic Voice, which, in 


» 
QA — Ul roo nh 
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We 


View Him extended on the Croſs, and 
Side ! He dies even for the Sake of his 
Enemies upon that infamous Tree: And 


| Regard to thoſe very People by whom 


that Blood was ſhed :—Be aſtoniſhed, O 


Heavens! and rejoice, O Earth ! Rejoice, 


tremble, and adore, ye Sons of Men! 
This is the great Work of Reconciliation 


and Atonement ; this the ſtupendous 


Work, by which the moſt merciful God 
has been pleaſed to expiate your Sins; 
and it is one Inſtance more of his 
— 2 


Apply theſe Conſiderations to your 


Hearts, my Brethren, and ſurely they 
cannot fail of having a due Influence a 
12 12 


you | 
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you ſuch a grateful Senſe of the Love of 
God, and fuch an Averſion to the Odiouſ- 
neſs of Sin, as will ſecure to you Peace 
of Mind here, and inconceivable Felicity 
hereafter. "Tis true, your Nature is de- 
been contracted by the Fall; the fatal 
— dignifies your = oy All: 
You are ftill the Sons of Immortality, 
and Heirs to an incorruptible Crown. 
And can you poſſibly miſcarry, when 
couraged by ſuch a Proſpect? Can you 
perſiſt in debaſing that Nature, which 
the Son of Gad has ſo greatly, ſo mira- 
culouſly honoured ? Can Beings of ſo 
high a Rank, can Lords of this lower 
World, for the Sake of a few flecting 
ſenſual Pleaſures, fink themſelves into a 
State even below Brutality ? Can they 

forget 


TS 
forget that ſuperior Appointment affign- 
ed them above the reſt of the Creation, 
and the only valuable End for which 
they were both created and redeemed ?— 
Surely no! O do not be thus ungrateful 
to your great Creator and Redeemer, and 
thus perfidious to yourſelves, Do not 
treſpaſs too far upon the Mercy of God, 
infinite as it is; but remember that 
| Juſtice is connected with it. They are 
both ſhining Attributes in the Divine 
Nature. And do not make the Wounds 
ö by the 
Commiſſion of any actual, deliberate 
Sin. . every pat 
Tranſgreſſion, and let that facred Name, 
in which you profeſs to believe, be ever 
honoured for the future in your Lives 
and Converſations.—-Let the Love of 
Chriſt, of Virtue, and of yourſelves, 
7 1 Take 
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Take eſpecial Care alſo that you be 
not deceived in the weighty Matters of 
ed her Will, and has ſtrongly invited you 
to accept of her Inſtructions. Attend 
then without Prejudice to her attractive 
Voice. Miſtake not her own native 
Meaning. But avoid by all Means 
poffible Enthuſiaſm on one Side, and Sex- 
Sufficiency on the other. The former, 
Inſtead of ſtamping the fair Impreſſions 
of a Goſpel-Faith, will expoſe you to 
the Deluſions of Fancy, or the boiſterous 
Sallies of a diſturbed Imagination; it will 
render you liable to miſtake the Swellings 
of Pride and Conceit for the genuine 
Marks of celeſtial Hope, and the Vanity 
of Pomp and Oftentation for that true 
Charity, which does not play about the 
Head only, but reaches the inward Re- 
ceſſes of the Heart. The latter will 
make you regardleſs of the graceful 


Charms 
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Charms of Humility, and forgetful of 
your Dependence on that Providential 
| Goodneſs, without which you muſt not 
expect to be happy either in this World, 
or the next.—Both theſe Extremes are 
equally dangerous to your future Wel- 
| Rocks, which thouſands have ſplit upon. 
Your ſafe Paſſage is to ſteer betwixt 
them. „ oo 12 26 OL 
to youin the former Part ofthis Sabjea, 
and you cannot go wrong. In vain will 
it be, without it to expect ever to reach 
the Harbour of eternal Peace. And 
above all Things addreſs the Divine 
Majeſty in humble, hearty, and inceſſant 
Prayers for the Direction and Afiſtance | 
of his Holy Spirit ; that you may be re- 
| figned under all the Sufferings, and 
enabled to ſubdue all the vicious Allure- 
ments, of this troubleſome and finful 
2 World: 


1e. 
World: that you may be ſtrengthened 
and encouraged in every good Thought, 
Word, and Work : That Faith, together 


Grace to make ſuch a practical Improve- 
ation: of Jeſus Chriſt) in his own dus 
Time, the glorious © Ed of our Faith, 
6 
55 AMEN. 


